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Annual 
General 
Meeting 


Arthur  P.  Ziegler 


Saturday,  April  12  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  members  are 
invited  to  attend  the  Annual  General 
Meeting.  It  will  be  held  at  the  Palliser 
Hotel  with  registration  beginning  at 
8:30  a.m. 

Arthur  P.  Ziegler,  Jr.  will  be  the  guest 
speaker.  Mr.  Ziegler  is  currently  President 
of  the  Cranston  Development  Corpora- 
tion, the  Pittsburgh  History  and  Land- 
marks Foundation,  Station  Square  and 
of  U.S.  City  Corporation.  He  has  written 
many  books  and  articles  on  historic 
preservation  and  rehabilitation. 

Mr.  Ziegler  is  also  involved  in  a  wide 
range  of  professional  and  civic  activities 
which  focus  on  architectural  preserva- 
tion. 

More  details  on  the  annual  meeting  will 
be  forwarded  to  members  prior  to  April 
12th. 
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Foundation 
Exhibits 
for  1986 

March  3  -  April  25 

3  artists  from  Medicine  Hat 
Deanna  Lemna,  George  Markel, 
Dick  Shafer. 

PRAIRIE  PERSPECTIVES 

May  1  -  29 

Donna  Coulter,  Fort  Macleod 
PHOTOGRAPHY  DISPLAY 

June  3  -  27 

Cheryl  Whitehead,  Calgary 
"SANDSTONE  CITY" 

July  3  -  20 

Kaleidoscope  Artists  Assoc. 
Calgary,  "WHERE  THE  BOW 
FLOWS" 

August  4  -  29 

Jack  Barrie,  Medicine  Hat 
"PRAIRIE  CLOUD  SHADOWS" 

September  4  -  30 

Battle  River  Art  Club,  Camrose 

October  3  -  30 

Terry  Garvin,  Calgary, 
BUSHLAND  LIVING 

November  4  -  28 

Nettie  Keehn,  Calgary 

Notice 
to 

Members 

Final  deadline  for  getting  material 
into  the  next  issue  of  the  Cornerstone 
is  April  1,  1986.  Historic  news  from 
your  area  is  welcome.  If  clear  photos 
are  available  to  illustrate  your  article, 
that  would  be  helpful. 

Send  material  to: 

Alberta  Historical  Resources 

Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E. 

Calgary,  Alberta 

T2G  0K6 

Attention:  Cornerstone  Editor 


Calgary 


Edmonton 
Medicine  Hat 
Fort  MacLeod 
Whitecourt 
Beaverlodge 
Alliance 
Calgary 
Edmonton 


The  Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation  was  established  in 
1976  to  provide  the  means  to  assist 
in  the  preservation  of  the  Province's 
historic  buildings,  sites  and  objects 
and  to  encourage  and  promote 
public  awareness  of  Alberta's  past. 

Members  of  the  Board 

Chairman 

Grant  Weber 

Directors 

Shirley  Ayer 
Jack  Barrie 
Hugh  Craig 
John  Dahl 
Betty  Gaudin 
Don  Gibson 
Walter  Jamieson 
Henry  Rutkowski 

Executive  Staff 

Guan  Law,  Director  of 
Aministration  and  Finance 
Esther  Brown,  Director  of 
Historical  Resources 

Editor/Publisher 

Margaret  Archibald,  APR,  of  Pub- 
lic Relations  Plus  (Calgary)  Ltd., 
is  editing  The  Cornerstone  on  a 
consulting  basis. 

The  Foundation 

The  Foundation  is  a  Provincial 
Crown  Agency,  able  to  involve 
Albertans  directly  with  its  pro- 
grammes and  projects.  Donations 
and  bequests  of  funds  or  property 
receive  the  tax  benefit  of  a  donation 
to  the  Crown. 

Membership  is  only  $5.00  a  year. 
It  entides  a  supporter  to  receive 
the  Foundation's  quarterly  maga- 
zine which  includes  notices  of 
Foundation  activities  and  forth- 
coming exhibitions  at  the  Founda- 
tions office  and  gallery  and  heritage 
activities  throughout  the  Province. 

Albertans  are  invited  to  contact 
the  Foundation's  office  with  their 
enquiries,  news  and  information 
of  subjects  and  events  which  they 
want  to  share  through  the  pages 
of  the  magazine. 

Please  direct  all  enquiries  to: 
Alberta  Historical  Resources 
Foundation 

102  -  8th  Avenue  S.E.,  Calgary, 
Alberta  T2G  0K6 
Telephone  (403)  297-7320 

Cornerstone:  A  stone  forming  a 
part  of  a  corner  or  angle  in  a  wall; 
specifically  such  a  stone  laid  at  a 
formal  ceremony  or;  the  most  basic 
element;  the  foundation  of. 
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Annual  Heritage 
Award  Winners 


One  of  the  programmes  of  the  Alberta  Historical 
Resources  Foundation  is  the  presentation  of  Annual 
Heritage  Awards.  Each  year  the  selection  of  recipi- 
ents from  submitted  nominations  is  made  by  an 
independent  committee  comprised  of  heritage-minded 
Alberta  residents.  This  year's  committee  is  as 
follows: 

Janice  Andreas,  Medicine  Hat 
Georgia  Baird,  Edmonton 
Tom  Clouston,  Lougheed 
Terry  Machan,  Peace  River 
Al  Mogridge,  Chair  —  Calgary 
Jill  Nish,  Executive  Director 

Tourist  Industry  Association  of  Alberta 

The  Foundation  thanks  the  members  of  the  committee 
for  the  time,  effort  and  dedication  they  devoted  to  the 
selection  process. 

The  award  recipients  will  be  honored  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  luncheon  on  Saturday,  April  12,  1986. 

Architectural  Heritage  Award 

Gerald  L.  Knowlton,  Commercial  —  Calgary 
Jack  Long,  Residential  —  Calgary 

Heritage  Sites  and  Artifacts  Award 

Mrs.  Lois  Porter,  Individual  —  Edmonton 

Old  Strathcona  Foundation,  Group  —  Edmonton 

Heritage  Service  Award 

Edwin  L.  (Ted)  Meeres,  Local  —  Red  Deer 
Peter  J.  Murphy,  Province- wide  —  St.  Albert 

Award  of  Honour 

No  recipient  1986. 
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Fort  Calgary  1986  Calendar  of  Events 

April  1986 

April  2  -  May  26th:  The  R.C.M.P.  as  Symbols  of  Canadian  Culture  -  Temporary  Exhibit 
April  5:  April  Fool's  Frolic  -  A  Family  Program  on  Pranks  and  Pranksters 
April  6th:  Exhibit  Opening 
April  13th:  Natural  History  lecture  by  Dave  Elphinstone 
April  26th:  Saturday  Semantics  -  Discussion  of  topics  related  to  cultural/natural  history 
May  1986 

May  1 :  Geomorphology  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  Course 
May  4th:  Natural  History  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  Lecture 
May  8th:  Geomorphology  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  Course 
May  11  th:  Famous  Alberta  Mothers 
May  18th:  Salute  to  Fort  Calgary  -  Special  Event 
May  10  -  September  1:  Historic  Bike  Rally  contest  Forms  can  be  picked  up. 
Deadline  date  for  submission  is  August  30th. 
Self-Guided  Walking  Tours  on  the  Cultural  and  Natural  History  can  also  be  picked  up. 
June  4  -  June  29th:  The  Calgary  Sketch  Club  -  A  temporary  exhibit 
June  8th:  Public  Opening  of  exhibit 
June  10th:  Archaeology  of  the  Calgary  Area.  Course 

June  15th.  WILD  ROSE  DAYS  Special  Event 
June  17th:  Archaeology  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  Course 
June  28th:  Saturday  Semantics  -  Discussion  on  matters  of  topical  interest  to  the 
cultural  and  natural  history  fields 

July  1986 

July  1  -  27th  Ranching  In  The  Calgary  Area  -  Temporary  exhibit 
July  6th:  Exhibit  Opening 
August  1986 

August  10th:  Natural  History  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  Lecture 
August  17th:  HERITAGE  FESTIVAL 
August  24th:  KITE  DAYS 
August  30th:  Saturday  Semantics 
August  31st:  Puppets  from  the  Past  -  Family  Program 
September  1986 

September  4  -  October  31 :  The  Growth  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  exhibit 
September  7th:  Exhibit  Opening 
September  20th:  Saturday  Semantics 
September  25th:  Exploring  Alberta's  Habitat  -  Course 
October  1986 

October  12th:  HARVEST  CORNUCOPIA  -  Special  Event 
October  19th:  Natural  History  of  the  Calgary  Area  -  Lecture 
October  26th:  Ghosts  from  the  Past  -  Family  Program 
November  1986 

November  1  -  November  30:  Historic  Sites  -  Temporary  Exhibit 
November  9th:  Exhibit  Opening 
November  16th:  Natural  History  Lecture 
December  1986 
December  3  -  31:  An  Old-Fashioned  Christmas  at  Fort  Calgary 

All  events  and  exhibits  are  introduced  as  a  planning  timeline.  For  more  information 
contact  Fort  Calgary:  Box  2100,  Calgary,  Alberta  T2P  2M5 
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Historic  Court  House  to  become  Community  Arts  Centre 


Heritage  Preservation  Initiatives 
in  Red  Deer  Region 

by  Craig  Curtis, 
Manager,  Urban  Planning 
Red  Deer  Regional  Planning  Commission 


The  Red  Deer  City  Council  recently 
approved  a  leasing  arrangement  with 
the  Province  which  will  allow  Red  Deer 
to  take  ownership  of  the  old  Red  Deer 
Court  House  in  five  years  at  a  cost  of 
$1.00. 

The  agreement  negotiated  by  the  City 
Administration,  with  the  assistance  of 
RDRPC  staff,  will  clear  the  way  for  the 
development  of  the  building  as  a  com- 
munity arts  centre,  administered  by  the 
Allied  Arts  Council.  The  Province  has 
agreed  to  renovate  and  upgrade  the 
building  to  suit  the  City's  needs  at  a  cost 
of  approximately  $200,000.  In  addition 
the  Minister  of  Culture  will  designate 
the  building  as  a  Provincial  Historic 
Resource. 

The  proposed  Community  Arts  Centre 
is  a  key  feature  in  the  City's  new  Down- 
town Concept  Plan  prepared  by  the 
Urban  Planning  Section  of  the  RDRPC. 


The  Plan  also  recommends  the  long 
term  development  of  the  adjacent  site 
in  conjunction  with  the  Red  Deer  College 
as  a  community  art  gallery. 


The  Palliser  Triangle 

The  Medicine  Hat  College  will  sponsor 
a  conference  entitled  The  Palliser 
Triangle  on  May  15  -  17,  1986.  The 
conference  will  be  devoted  to  interdis- 
ciplinary studies  of  the  Alberta,  Saskat- 
chewan and  Montana  borderlands. 

Papers  are  invited  in  the  areas  of 
history,  prehistory,  environmental  studies, 
and  related  areas. 

For  further  information  contact  Laurie 
Milne,  Department  of  Humanities/Social 
Sciences,  Medicine  Hat  College,  Medi- 
cine Hat,  Alberta,  TIA  3Y6. 
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COVER  STORY 


Allen  House  becomes  a  unique 
feature  in  Waskasoo  Park 


In  November  the  Minister  of  Culture 
officially  designated  the  historic  Allen 
House  as  a  Registered  Historic  Resource. 
The  house,  built  in  1912,  was  originally 
owned  by  prominent  City  resident  — 
Archibald  Allen.  Mr.  Allen  was  President 
of  the  Red  Deer  Horticultural  Society 
and  had  the  house  designed  for  him  by 
Calgary  architect  Lawrence  M.  Gotch. 

Following  a  recommendation  in  the 
Waskasoo  Park  Master  Plan,  prepared 
by  the  Urban  Planning  Section  of  the 
Red  Deer  Regional  Planning  Commission 
(RDRPC),  the  historic  house  has  been 


Fort  Saskatchewan 
Regional  Report 

Last  June  an  historical  issue  of  the  Fort 
Saskatchewan  "Record"  was  published. 
The  souvenior  edition  contains  many 
historical  articles  and  photos.  Copies 
are  available  by  writing  The  Record, 
9804  -  104  Street,  Fort  Saskatchewan, 
Alberta,  T8L  2E6. 


renovated  by  the  City  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  $90,000.  Funding  has  been 
provided  from  the  Alberta  Heritage 
Savings  Trust  Fund.  The  building  is  now 
an  integral  part  of  the  Gaetz  Lakes 
Sanctuary  and  is  linked  with  the  new 
Kerry  Wood  Nature  Centre  now  under 
construction.  It  will  be  used  as  both  a 
meeting  space  and  residence  for  the 
park  naturalist. 


Tours  of 
Historic  Interest 

The  Crowsnest  Pass  Tourism  Assoc- 
iation was  established  as  a  not-for-profit 
organization.  It  operates  heritage 
awareness  and  tour  packages. 

Tours  to  the  following  sites  are  avail- 
able: 

•  a  site  that  was  used  to  trap  buffalo 
over  5,500  years  ago  before  the  horse 
was  introduced  to  North  America, 

•  the  Frank  Slide  interpretive  centre 
that  has  won  both  national  and  inter- 
national awards  for  its  presentations, 

•  the  Hillcrest  Cemetery,  site  of  the  mass 
gravesite  from  the  most  tragic  Canadian 
mine  accident, 

•  geological  sites  where  large  volcanic 
rock  outcroppings,  coal  and  other 
mineralized  seams  are  located. 

In  the  future  it  is  hoped  to  include 
tours  of  an  underground  abandoned 
mine,  a  visit  to  an  early  frontier  town, 
and  a  tour  of  a  coal  processing  plant  to 
view  working  coke  ovens. 

For  more  information  call  collect: 
TOURAM  (403)  562-8776  OR  562-8248. 
Open  8:00  a.m.  to  7:00 p.m.  seven  days 
a  week. 
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Historical  sketch  of  the  Frog  Lake  settlement,  including  the  Delaney  house. 
(Provincial  Archives  of  Alberta,  E.  Brown  Collection  B1687). 


Archaeological  Study  of  Frog  Lake  Massacre  Site 


During  July  1985  an  archaeological 
survey  and  test  excavation  program  was 
undertaken  at  the  site  of  the  1885  mas- 
sacre at  the  Frog  Lake  settlement.  The 
research  project,  developed  by  Sheila  J. 
Minni  was  funded  by  the  Alberta  His- 


torical Resources  Foundation.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  project  was  to  provide 
additional  knowledge  on  the  extent, 
nature,  and  potential  of  the  site.  A  copy 
of  the  report  is  on  file  at  the  Foundation 
office. 


Indian  Agtncy 
WarthsuM , 


Sketch  map  of  the  Frog  Lake  settlement.  Prepared  with  the  assistance  of  W.B. 
Cameron  in  Sept. /Oct.,  1947.  (A.S.A.,  Alberta  Culture,  Frog  Lake  files). 
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Fort  Macleod  N 


By  1981,  the  main  street  of  Fort 
Macleod,  Alberta,  had  slumped  into 
presumably  irreversible  senility.  Attrac- 
tive sandstone  buildings  dating  back  to 
1909  and  1910  had  been  buried  under 
false  modem  fronts.  Empty  and  rundown 
stores  gave  a  woebegone  air  to  the  street 
while  a  motley  group  of  signs  tried  to 
attract  the  few  customers. 

Phil  Hodnetts'  IDA  drug  store,  which 
opened  in  1948,  was  one  casualty  of  the 
downtown  decline.  "Main  Street  just 
got  old  and  slipped  away  gradually," 
Hodnett  says.  "Things  were  slower  back 
right  after  the  war.  Then  the  super- 
markets came  and  people  said  things 
had  to  get  bigger.  I  considered  moving 
out,  but  like  a  lot  of  people,  I  was  slow 


in  doing  things  because  of  lack  of  money. 

Today,  however,  Hodnett's  drug  ston 
is  a  gleaming,  restored  example  of  prairi( 
architecture  of  the  early  1900s,  an( 
business  is  good.  Phil  Hodnett  is  one  o 
the  key  enthusiasts  of  The  Fort  MacLeo( 
Main  Street  Project. 

The  pharmacy  was  essentially  a  Mom 
and-Pop  store,  with  Hodnett  filling  th( 
prescriptions  and  his  wife,  Edie,  running 
the  front  of  the  store.  The  building  whicl 
housed  it  was  a  fine  two-storey  sandstone 
building  dating  back  to  1909.  The  build 
ing  next  to  it,  built  about  the  same  time 
was  empty  and  according  to  Hodnett 
restoration  wasn't  the  first  consideration 
"It  would  have  been  cheaper  to  bring  ii 
a  bulldozer  and  level  them." 


Hodnett's  Pharmacy,  Fort  MacLeod,  1978 
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ain  Street  Update 


Hodnett  bought  the  empty  building 
for  $43,000  and  began  the  task  of  com- 
bining and  restoring  the  two  buildings. 
"We  had  to  smash  through  an  18  inch 
thick  brick  wall.  We  saved  the  brick  for 
decorative  work.  We  took  down  the  tin 
ceiling,  restored  it,  and  then  refitted  it. 
The  exterior  of  the  building  had  to  be 
cleaned  and  the  cornices  removed, 
remolded,  and  restored.  Then,  all  the 
windows  were  put  back  to  the  1909 
period.  Finally,  we  tried  to  make  the 
back  of  the  stores  as  presentable  as  the 
front  and  we  created  off-street  parking 
for  five  cars." 

The  cost  of  restoring  the  buildings 
was  $153,000,  most  of  it  provided  by 


grants  from  Alberta  Culture.  Hodnett 
quickly  learned  that  esthetics  wasn't  the 
only  benefit  of  restoration. 

"My  business  went  from  $625,000  up 
to  $840,000  in  one  year,"  he  says.  "This 
year,  we  hope  to  hit  $1  million."  Expanded 
profits  mean  jobs,  too.  Hodnett  has  hired 
a  second  pharmacist  and  three  more 
full-time  employees.  "I've  never  been 
so  enthused  in  years,"  says  Hodnett.  "In 
fact,  I'm  so  impressed  that  I  bought 
another  building." 

Hodnett's  enthusiasm  is  shared  by  the 
Fort  MacLeod  town  council.  The  entire 
main  drag  of  Fort  MacLeod  has  again 
become,  after  years  of  decline,  a  place 
where  people  want  to  shop  and  stroll. 


Hodnett's  Pharmacy,  elevation  showing  proposed  renovation 
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The  Canadian  rivers  currently  nominated 

The  Canadian  Heritage  Rivers  System 
was  established  in  January  1984  to  give 
national  recognition  to  the  important 
rivers  of  Canada  and  to  ensure  the  rivers' 
conservation  for  the  benefit  of  Canadians 
now  and  in  the  future. 

The  Athabasca  River  and  the  North 
Saskatchewan  Rivers  are  both  nominated 


as  having  historic  significance. 

to  be  part  of  the  Canadian  Heritage 
Rivers  system. 

The  members  include  the  Federal 
Government,  and  the  Governments  of 
Northwest  Territories,  Manitoba,  Yukon, 
Saskatchewan,  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick  and  Newfoundland. 


Report  from  the  Medicine  Hat  Historical 
Resources  Advisory  Committee 


A  complete  inventory,  in  binders,  of 
every  building  in  Medicine  Hat  built 
up  to  the  1930s  has  been  completed. 
It  is  now  being  priorized. 

Reports  and  recommendations  are 
made  to  the  city  council  and  commis- 
sioners after  the  Committee  tours 
buildings  slated  for  demolition  or 
renovation. 

Kerr/Wallace  House  of  1910  received 
provincial  historic  designation  in  1984. 

The  Committee  supports  efforts  to 
preserve  the  Saamis  archaelogical  site 
1500  A.D.  which  received  Provincial 
historic  designation  in  1984. 

The  Committee  saved  old  records, 
ledgers  and  specific  features  from  the 
original  city  hall  (1905)  prior  to 
demolition. 


•  A  walking  tour  has  been  established 
and  work  is  underway  to  develop  a 
series  of  interpretive  plaques  for  it. 

•  Work  with  the  downtown  association 
is  underway  to  develop  ways  to  revita- 
lize downtown  Medicine  Hat. 

•  Medal ta  Potteries:  The  Committee 
supports  the  recommendation  of  the 
National  Parks  and  Monuments  Board 
of  Canada  to  give  Medalta  Potteries 
national  historic  status.  Medalta  was 
designated  as  a  provincial  historic  site 
in  1976. 

For  further  information  contact 
Jim  Marshall,  527-2774, 
97  1st  Street  Northeast, 
Medicine  Hat,  Alberta  TIA  5J9 
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Historical  Calendars  Available 

The  Main  Street  Project  in  Fort  Mac- 
Leod has  compiled  1986  Calendars  with 
an  historic  twist.  The  calendars  display 
a  different  historic  site  of  Fort  MacLeod 


with  each  month.  These  calendars  are 
gems.  They  are  $3.00  each  and  can  be 
ordered  from  The  Main  Street  Project, 
Box  1959,  Fort  MacLeod,  Alberta,  TOL 
OZO. 


CLARESHOLM  REUNION 
JUNE  20,  21,22, 1986 


On  June  20  -  22  Claresholm  promises 
to  provide  fun  for  the  whole  family.  All 
wartime  personnel  of  No.  15  S.FT.S., 
R.C.A.F  and  of  N.A.TA.  No.  3  ETS. 
Claresholm  are  invited  to  attend  the 
R.C.A.Fs  first  reunion. 

Registration  will  take  place  Friday 
afternoon,  June  20th,  followed  by  a  get- 
together  at  the  community  center. 

Saturday's  activities  include  a  tour  of 


Porcupine  Hills,  Beef  on  a  Bun,  a  parade, 
a  banquet,  dance,  and  much  more. 

Sunday  is  started  off  with  a  Western 
Breakfast,  and  a  display  of  war  birds. 
Ultra  Lights  and  Para  Drops.  For  further 
information  write  Bill  Minor,  Claresholm 
Reunion  Committee,  Box  1117,  Clares- 
holm, Alberta,  TOL  OTO,  or  call  (403) 
625-2128. 


The  Cornerstone  Page  1 1 


A  Country  Dance  "  back  in  the  hills. " 


Readers  will  recall  that  in  a  previous 
issue,  Calgarian  George  Lyon  wrote 
about  his  project  "Historical  Community 
Music."  In  the  course  of  his  research  he 
has  been  in  contact  with  a  variety  of 
sources.  The  following  is  an  anecdote 
provided  by  one  of  those  sources,  Mr 
Martin  Rossander,  of  Powell  River,  B.  C. 


By  Martin  Rossander 

Returning  to  an  area  west  of  Cochrane 
in  early  winter,  1935,  from  seasonal  work 
in  the  Lake  Louise-to-Jasper  road  con- 
struction camps,  I  had  arranged  to  den 
up  with  two  brothers.  They  had  a  rented 
acreage  with  buildings  where  I  and  my 
horses  could  take  refuge  also.  Things 
were  rather  uneventful  til  one  day  a 
big-time  rancher  from  up  across  the 
highway  rode  in  and  asked  the  three  of 
us  to  come  help  him  with  his  threshing. 
We  willingly  accepted  the  chance  to 
earn  a  few  unexpected  dollars  and  to 
enjoy  a  change  of  pace.  We  were  treated 
most  cordially,  given  generous  meals, 
and  in  the  evenings  we  were  entertained 
by  the  family  with  card  playing,  lively 
conversation,  jokes,  and  titillating  tall 
tales  told  by  the  rancher  who  loved  to 
plumb  the  depths  of  a  listener's  credulity. 

Being  newcomers,  the  three  of  us  stood 
out  as  pillars  of  innocence  in  the  com- 
munity, our  sins  not  being  on  the  record. 
Our  innocence,  we  soon  learned,  gave 
us  broad  passport  to  any  and  all  of  the 
groupings  which  fragmented  the  life  of 
this  Foothills  ranching  community.  Petty 
or  not,  real  or  imagined,  there'd  be 
accusations  of  brands  placed  on  the 
calves  of  another's  cow,  there'd  perhaps 
be  retaliation  in  kind,  that  sort  of  thing. 
Our  fun  loving  rancher  friend,  being 
descendent  of  early  settlers,  enjoyed  no 
advantage  such  as  did  we,  but  regardless 
of  provocation,  I  do  not  recall  hearing 
he  or  any  member  of  his  family  speak 
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mahciously  of  a  neighbor.  Be  that  as  it 
may,  socializing  in  this  community  didn't 
include  this  family;  they  went  elsewhere 
for  their's,  perhaps  to  the  chagrin  of 
some  local  folk. 

A  call  came  out  on  the  grapevine. 
Come  one,  come  all,  to  a  dance  at  the 
big  log  home  of  the  Richards,  'way  back 
in  the  hills.  Being  eager  (and  innocent) 
we  passed  the  invitation  on  to  our 
obliging  new  found  friends  (to  the 
daughters  first!),  and  the  parents,  after 
much  hesitation,  agreed  but  only  on 
condition  that  we  all  go  together  in  the 
family  automobile.  What  a  break,  to 
have  charming  female  companions  and 
to  travel  in  class!  It  turned  out  to  be 
prestigious,  too;  anyone  who  could  bring 
female  dancing  partners  (or  a  musician) 
rated  as  a  winner! 

Word  had  gotten  around  that  someone 
on  the  Clarkson  place  had  musical 
instruments,  which  may  account  for  the 
special  invitation.  "By  all  means,  bring 
your  fiddle."  Perhaps  I  did,  but  no  matter; 
one  was  thrust  under  my  chin  long  before 
sun  up  on  that  eventful  winter's  night. 
We  had  been  warmly  received,  all  seven 
of  us  who  arrived  in  the  rancher's  car. 
There  was  not  a  hint  of  divisiveness  all 
during  that  glorious  event,  and  it  became 
a  model  for  many  more  social  occasions 
that  followed,  in  homes  and  in  the 
schoolhouses  above  Beaupre  Creek. 

On  that  particular  evening,  I  was 
dragged  from  an  obscure  corner  that 
seemed  to  fit  well  with  my  innate  shyness 
and  ordered  to  play.  Not  alone,  for  there 
at  piano  sat  old  Frank.  He'd  been  team- 
stering  in  mountains,  too,  and  he  was 
grumpy  as  an  old  bear.  He  said,  "Now, 
just  you  keep  up  the  beat,  don't  stop  to 
make  corrections  and  don't  apologize, 
no  matter  what."  Frank  would  keep  the 
temp  steady  by  chording  on  the  piano. 
He  did.  I  did.  It  was  my  first  experience 


Young  Martin  Rossander,  at  left  with  button  accordion,  with  his  work  mates 
at  the  Long  Line  Skinners'  camp  during  the  construction  of  the  Lake  Louise-to- 
Jasper  Road,  1935. 


with  that  sort  of  accompaniment.  How 
easy  and  smooth  it  became,  playing 
for  such  an  appreciative  audience! 
"They  Cut  Down  The  Old  Pine  Tree," 
all  those  changes,  then  waltzes,  squares, 
schottische,  heel  and  toe  polka,  mostly 
numbers  I'd  learned  in  Saskatchewan 
before  leaving  home,  1931 ,  at  age  14,  to 
escape  the  drought  and  family  conflict. 
Now,  here  in  the  midst  of  a  range  feud, 
I'd  somehow  become  a  catalyst  for 
happier  times  all  'round. 

Each  of  us  who'd  come  in  the  rancher's 
car  shared  in  stardom  of  one  sort  or 
another,  for,  alone,  not  one  of  us  could 
have  pulled  it  off.  But  there  was  more. 
A  very  personable  young  woman  insisted 
upon  easing  me  onto  the  floor  for  a 
lesson  in  dance.  I  will  always  be  thankful 
to  Evelyn  for  helping  me  overcome  that 
first  self-conscious  hurdle. 

And  the  people  ignored  my  bumbling 
shuffle  just  as  politely  as  they'd  ignored 
the  squeaks  and  squawks  from  my  $7.95 
mail  order  fiddle. 


Canadian  Museums  Association 
Bursary  Programme 

The  Canadian  Museums  Association 
offers  four  different  types  of  financial 
support  to  individuals  in  the  Canadian 
Museum  Community:  a  travel  grant,  a 
short-term  study  grant,  a  study  tour  grant, 
and  a  mid-career  development  grant. 
Qualifications  vary,  depending  on  the 
type  of  grant.  For  more  information 
contact  the  Canadian  Museums  As- 
sociation, Bursary  Programme,  280  Met- 
calfe Street,  Suite  202,  Ottawa,  Ontario 
K2P  1R7,  Telephone  (613)  233-5653. 

"Portraits  of  Cultural  Diversity" 

Dr.  Howard  Palmer  of  the  History 
Department  of  the  University  of  Calgary 
presented  a  recently  published  book 
entitled  Peoples  of  Alberta:  Portraits  of 
Cultural  Diversity.  As  a  contributing 
editor  to  the  book.  Dr.  Palmer  had 
valuable  input  into  the  ethno-cultural 
examination  of  Alberta's  history,  in- 
cluding that  of  Japanese  Canadians.  For 
information  about  the  book  contact 
Eraser  Seely  at  (306)  665-3548. 
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History  of  Forest  and  Prairie  Fire  Control 


History  of  Forest  and  Prairie  Fire 
Control  Policy  in  Alberta  is  a  408-page 
illustrated  book  which  reviews  history 
and  policy  related  to  fire  control  through 
12  periods,  each  marked  by  major  polit- 
ical events  in  the  province.  It  is  more 
than  policy,  it's  a  colorful  story. 

The  history  was  inspired  by  tales  told 
by  early  rangers  and  older  hands  in  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service.  Tales  of  the  old 


Books 


1 

Dominion  days  and  the  tough  times  of 
the  '30s  and  '40s  —  of  patrols  by  horse, 
boat,  dog  and  foot,  of  difficult  fires 
that  were  finally  suppressed,  of  impro- 
vising and  scrounging  to  get  the  job 
done  in  spite  of  obstacles,  and  of  pride 
of  accomplishments. 

History  of  Forest  and  Prairie  Fire 
Control  Policy  in  Alberta  was  written 
by  Peter  J.  Murphy  and  published  by 
the  Department  of  Energy  and  Natural 
Resources,  Alberta  Forest  Service.  The 
book  would  be  of  particular  interest  to 
foresters,  forestry  students,  researchers 
and  historians. 


Library  Heritage  Award 

In  September,  the  Stockmen's  Mem- 
orial Foundation  Library  in  Calgary  won 
a  Library  Heritage  Award:  A  Heritage 
'85  collection  of  books. 

The  awards  program,  which  recog- 
nized excellence  in  heritage-related 
library  programming  during  1985  was 
instituted  to  celebrate  Canada's  National 
Parks  Centennial. 
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To  obtain  your  copy,  write  to  the  In- 
formation Centre,  Alberta  Energy  & 
Natural  Resources,  Main  Floor,  Brama- 
lea  Bldg.,  9920  -  108  St.,  Edmonton, 
Alberta  T5K  2M4. 


The  Canol  Project 

Development  of  the  Norman  Wells  oil 
field  during  World  War  II  is  featured  in 
The  Canol  Project:  An  Adventure  of 
the  U.S.  War  Department  in  Canada's 
Northwest,  by  P.  S.  Barry,  published  in  a 
limited  edition  in  June  1985.  The  509- 
page  book  contains  maps,  tables  of  oil 
wells,  engineers'  diagrams  of  pipelines, 
and  a  chronology  of  events. 

Dr.  Barry's  history  of  American  mili- 
tary activities  in  the  Mackenzie  Basin, 
1942-1945,  is  based  on  Canadian  govern- 
ment and  military  documents  and  num- 
erous other  sources.  Two  chapters  pre- 
sent the  early  history  of  the  Mackenzie 
Valley  oil  industry  and  changes  in  reg- 
ulations by  Order-in-Council  up  to  and 
including  the  Canol  Project.  Other 
sections  treat  the  establishment  of 
landing  field  sites  and  aerodromes  from 
Edmonton  to  the  Arctic,  and  construc- 
tion of  camps,  roads,  pipelines,  and 
refineries. 

The  Canol  Project,  a  readable  yet  scho- 
larly account  of  changes  caused  by 
wartime  operations  in  a  huge  wilderness, 
is  of  interest  to  Canadians  and  Americans 
who  were  part  of  the  Canol  work  force, 
as  well  as  to  students  of  geography, 
international  relations,  socio-economics, 
and  the  oil  and  air  transport  industries. 
It  is  also  a  source  book  for  high  school, 
university,  and  special  libraries.  Signed 
and  numbered  hardbound  copies  may 
be  purchased  from  the  author  at  14322 
Ravine  Drive,  Edmonton,  T5N  3M3,  for 
$65  plus  postage  and  handling. 


Calgary:  A  Living  Heritage 

Reviewed  by  Susan  MacLeod 

Edited  by  Susie  Sparks 

Published  by  The  Junior  League  of 

Calgary 

Available  in  bookstores,  libraries  and 
The  Junior  League  of  Calgary 

This  book  is  a  light-hearted  and  nos- 
talgic look  back  into  the  one  hundred 
years  of  Calgary's  history.  It  is  more  like 
a  family  history  rather  than  a  documented 
historical  account. 

Each  vignette,  culled  from  family 
journals,  diaries,  oral  histories  and  written 
memoirs,  is  accompanied  by  a  photo- 
graph relating  to  the  contents  of  the 
story,  and  the  stories  are  arranged 
chronologically,  beginning  with  1884  — 
the  first  cattle  drive  in  Calgary  and  the 
pioneer  ranches  of  the  area  —  and  ending 
with  1948  —  the  memories  of  an  early 
participant  in  the  oil  industry  of  Calgary. 
In  between  these  years  is  a  colorful 
picture-post  card  pageant  of  royalty, 
cowboys  and  Indians,  children,  immi- 
grant families,  artists,  soldiers,  educators, 
airplanes,  mounted  constabulary,  doc- 
tors, lawyers,  cars,  oil  wells,  cats,  horses, 
sunsets,  blizzards,  chinooks,  streetcars, 
theatres,  churches,  trains,  houses,  nurses, 
radios,  skates  and  tobaggans.  Those  were 
the  days! 

I  was  proud  to  be  a  contributor  to  this 
salute  to  Calgary's  Centennial,  and 
gratified  to  learn  that  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  the  book  will  go  towards  the 
preservation  of  the  city's  historical 
resources.  As  a  member  of  Alberta 
Family  Histories  Society,  I  recognize 
that  this  collection  of  family  histories 
will  be  of  interest  to  the  living  des- 
cendants of  Calgary's  pioneers,  as  well 
as  to  future  genealogists  researching  the 
locality  of  our  city. 


Reprinted  from  Alberta  Family  Histories  Society 
Quarterly 
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Ladies  and  gentlemen. 


Here  is  a  small  cheque  towards  the 
gallery  and  the  Evelyn  De  Mille  Refer- 
ence Library. 

Additionally,  I  have  asked  the  Ed- 
monton Transit  System  if  they  would 
donate  a  copy  of  the  historical  book 
"Edmonton's  Electric  Transit",  by  Colin 
Hatcher  and  Tom  Schwarzkopf,  for 
which  ETS  are  a  patron  and  a  sales 
agent,  and  they  have  agreed. 

It  will  be  marked  for  the  above  library, 
but  of  course  it  can  be  put  somewhere 
else  in  the  Foundation  if  it  would  be 
more  suitable. 

The  remaining  stock  of  this  excellent 
book  is  getting  smaller,  and  there  are  no 
plans  to  reprint  it. 

It  neatly  complements  the  program 
of  restoring  Edmonton  street  cars  that 
is  the  enthusiastic  activity  of  the 
Edmonton  Radial  Railway  Society,  of 
which  Colin  and  I  are  members. 

A  small,  completely  independent  and 
self-supporting  organization,  the  society 
has  an  agreement  with  the  Fort  Edmon- 
ton Historical  Foundation  and  the  city 
parks  department  to  furnish  a  transpor- 
tation service  on  the  streets  of  Fort 
Edmonton  Park,  in  return  for  which  we 
got  the  right  to  build  a  car  barn  and  put 
our  tracks  and  trolley  wires  in. 

Edmonton's  car  #1  has  run  for  the 
past  two  summers,  to  the  delight  of 
visitors  and  all  concerned.  Now  #42  is 
ready  for  next  year,  and  more  are  on  the 
way. 

Colin  tells  me  his  previous  book.  "The 
Calgary  Municipal  Railway",  is  still  out 
of  print  and  will  not  be  reprinted,  al- 
though he  would  jump  at  the  chance  for 
it  if  there  were  a  sponsor. 

Best  wishes. 
Bob  Walker 
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A  Shared  Heritage:  The  Dinosaurs 
of  Alberta  and  the  Gobi  Desert 

By  Brian  Noble 

One  of  Alberta's  unique  heritage 
resources  will  soon  gain  renewed  inter- 
national recognition  as  scientists  begin 
to  explore  the  ancient  ties  between 
Canadian  and  Chinese  fossils  from  the 
age  of  the  dinosaurs.  Over  80  million 
years  of  natural  process  has  left  Alberta 
and  China  with  a  common  endowment 
—  two  of  the  world's  richest  dinosaur 
fossil  collecting  regions.  More  than  that, 
many  of  the  key  deposits  of  these  two 
regions  are  of  the  same  age  and  bear 
remarkably  similar  forms  of  dinosaurs. 
The  potential  for  new  discoveries  and 
expanding  human  knowledge  through 
joint  study  is  enormous. 

In  fact,  the  potential  of  such  a  joint 
program  is  being  harnessed  by  an  Ed- 
monton based  organization.  The  Ex 
Terra  Foundation.  Through  an  initiative 
known  as  "The  Canada-China  Dinosaur 
Project"  Ex  Terra  is  combining  leading 
edge  scientific  exploration,  a  tremen- 
dously popular  subject,  and  the  world's 
finest  dinosaur  heritage  resources  in  a 
historic  joint  program  that  will  lead  to  a 
better  understanding  of  the  shared  heri- 
tage of  two  widely  separated  nations  of 
the  world.  Rather  than  stopping  at  the 
scientific  work  of  the  project.  Ex  Terra 
is  planning  a  major  international  travel- 
hng  exhibition  of  Canadian  and  Chinese 
dinosaurs,  focussing  world  attention  on 
the  ideas  and  values  associated  with 
this  effort. 

Chinese  officials  have  recognized  the 
extensive  benefits  to  be  derived  from 
the  Ex  Terra  Foundation's  proposal  for 
a  cooperative  project.  Notably,  the 
Canadian  proposal  was  chosen  as  the 
most  attractive  of  several  from  foreign 
institutions  including  such  renown  in- 


stitutions as  the  British  Museum  and 
France's  National  Museum  of  Natural 
History  as  well  as  a  number  of  major 
American  scientific  organizations. 


Already,  Ex  Terra  has  pulled  together 
the  key  players  in  this  cooperative 
project.  The  Institute  of  Vertebrate 
Palaeontology  and  Paleoanthropology 
(IVPP)  of  China's  Academy  of  Sciences 
is  the  central  player  on  the  Chinese  side. 
Through  the  support  of  the  Alberta 
Historical  Resources  Foundation,  two 
of  China's  leading  palaeontologists  from 
the  IVPP  were  in  Alberta  early  in  No- 
vember visiting  localities,  meeting  with 
representatives  of  Ex  Terra  and  of 
Canadian  institutions  likely  to  participate 
in  the  project.  At  the  end  of  this  visit. 
Dr.  Sun  Ailing  joined  together  with  senior 
representatives  of  Ex  Terra,  Alberta 
Culture  and  the  National  Museum  of 
Natural  Sciences  in  the  signing  of  a 
Statement  of  Understanding  on  the 
project.  Negotiations  for  a  full  agreement 
will  coincide  with  detailed  project  plan- 
ning now  being  coordinated  by  Ex  Terra. 

The  foundation  is  making  every  effort 
to  develop  a  project  that  matches  or  sur- 
passes the  popularity  of  successful 
exhibits  such  as  the  famous  Tut  exhibit. 
This  would  be  a  first  for  Canada,  making 
use  of  Canadian  historical  resources  that 
stand  on  their  own  as  globally  significant 
heritage  treasures. 


